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Classroom Connection

a. Literature: What other book has characters named “Shug” and “Celie”? Are there any similarities between those characters and these? Why do the characters have those names?

b. Class: Why do the neighborhood families dismiss Annemarie’s mom as “stuck up”? What does “stuck up” mean? Is she stuck up? Are Annemarie and Celia?

c. Setting: Why does Annemarie’s mother dislike Clementon? Did she always dislike it? How does Annemarie feel about it? Does this say anything about the community they live in?

d. Race: Annemarie says about Elaine, “I will always be grateful … that it wasn’t Hadley Smith or Mairi Stevenson who saw her first. If they had seen her first, they would have recognized her inherent coolness and snatched her away.” What does Annemarie mean when she says Elaine has an “inherent coolness”? What’s the “inherent coolness” Hadley and Mairi would recognize?

e. Race: Why do Mairi and Hadley want to be friends with Elaine and not Annemarie? Does Elaine like them? How is Elaine and Annemarie’s friendship different from Elaine’s other friendships?

f. Relationships: How come Annemarie and Sherilyn do not remain       friends once they enter junior high? Are there any parallels between what happens with Annemarie/Sherilyn, Annemarie/Mark and Annemarie/Elaine? 

Classroom Activities

1. Divide the class into discussion groups and have each group present an answer to one of the following questions. Have them provide examples from the book to support their arguments:

a. Does Annemarie always do the right thing? Do we sympathize with her? Why or why not? 

b. Do Annemarie’s parents always do the right thing? Is one parent better than the other? Do we sympathize with her mother and/or her father? Do we sympathize with both or neither? Why or why not?

c. Does Jack Connelly change throughout the course of the story? Do the things we discover about Jack explain his behavior in the beginning of the story? Do Jack and Annemarie have more in common than meets the eye? 

d. What has happened to Annemarie’s parents at the end of the story? Do they resolve any of their family problems? 

e. What does Annemarie like about Mark so much? Does she like Mark for himself, or does Mark represent something to her that she finds more attractive than him? Use examples from the book. 

f. How does Annemarie relate to Celia? Are there any parallels between Celia and Annemarie’s mother? Are Celia and Annemarie as different as Annemarie thinks they are? 

Websites

Jenny Han's Website





1. http://www.jennyhanwrites.com/
This is the official site for the author, and includes information about books, author biography, resources for young writers and book enthusiasts, and how to contact the author for possible book visits and correspondence. 

TeenReads.com
2. http://www.teenreads.com/reviews/1416909427.asp
Review of Shug by Teenreads.com. 
. 

Interview with Jenny Han
3.http://www.yabookscentral.com/cfusion/index.cfm?fuseAction=authors.interview&interview_id=87
Brief interview with the author. She dicusses her writing process, the inspiration for the characters of Shug and Celie and other YA novels and authors that have inspired her in writing Shug.

